
How can we   stop the killing?

MARCH 1 
Jodie Chesney, 
17, Harold Hill,
East London 

THE sense of moral panic does not justify 
doing more stop and search and there is very 
little evidence to support the idea that it will 
stem the flow of violence. 

Putting more police on our streets is akin to
setting up a First Aid tent at the bottom of a 
cliff. Why? Let me give you an example.

It is not unusual to see stop and search 
being conducted around the Eastside Young 
Leaders’ Academy in Newham, East London.

I saw one earlier this 
week. Three officers 
were searching and 
questioning one young 
man whom I vaguely 
recognised. 

The search took 
around 12 minutes and 
the young man – Wayne 
– was mainly compliant. 
Afterwards, he sat with 
me venting his 
frustration. I explained to 
him the recent murders 
in London have put our 
community on high alert. 

But for Wayne, stop and search is only a 
violation. He was doubly annoyed because it is 
not the first time he has been randomly stop 
and searched. “Why stop me?” is his mindset, 
“I haven’t got anything on me.”

Wayne admitted he has friends and 
associates who carry and even use weapons 
but stop and search does not deter them. 

So is the violation of someone’s privacy a 
price worth paying? In my view NO. Unless 
stop and search is intelligence-led, it’s akin to 
a blind man looking for a black cat in the dark. 

Shaming already volatile young people will
not make them relinquish their weapons.

TEACHING today is an enduring challenge. 
Most budding teachers, now recruited from the 
very best universities, enter the profession 
enthusiastic and passionate. 

What they meet is a slanted system which 
works best for students who are academic, 
tolerant and resilient. Outside of this narrow 
criterion, the wheels fall off.

Since 2014, there has been a shocking rise in
referrals to Pupil Referral Units (PRUs) and 
Alternative Provisions 
(APs). Meanwhile, “off-
rolling” (the removal of 
students from a school’s 
roll) is a growing 
concern for Ofsted and 
yet schools are under 
pressure to perform and 
meet academic targets.

The most troubled 
students will quickly be 
referred to a PRU or AP 
just so teachers can 
teach those who are 
able to learn with little or 
no support. For a young person, the negative 
impact of the transition is significant. 

The resulting environment is a dangerous 
recruitment ground for gangs where young 
people create their own sense of self worth 
and validation through association. 

Combined with an unstable home 
environment, rejection from school to a PRU is 
catastrophic. It destroys hopes and dreams.

Restoring support for families and making 
realistic investments in the quality and 
effectiveness of all relevant provisions is the 
only way forward. 

Education is the key to life chances and 
choices. Less can never be more.

CHILDREN who become pawns in drug turf 
wars must be viewed differently from more 
seasoned criminals employing them to move 
cash and drugs. 

For these hardened criminals there must be
strong deterrents. I would give the serious 
players ten years for a knife crime and 20 
years for a gun. If you are carrying a knife or a 
sword you are laughing at the law.

Offenders are getting cautions or youth 
orders or six months in prison. 

They are laughing all
the way to prison 
because the system has 
been reduced to a 
glorified boarding 
school which teaches 
young people crime.

Prisons are now 
hotels. Recently, I went 
to visit Feltham and 
returned to the exact cell 
I had served time in. 

There was a shower in
the corner, curtains, a 
phone, PlayStations. The only thing missing is 
a girlfriend. It’s too easy now.

We should go back to bread and water and
design the prison experience to make people 
think twice about using weapons.

The gang epidemic is made worse inside 
because groups of young people are going in 
and learning more about the drugs trade from 
each other.

If I had a say in the law and I caught 
someone with a knife, I’d hand them over to 
the Territorial Army. 

I’d conscript them full-time. If they already 
want to fight and kill, let them be trained to do 
it for the right reasons.

———————
‘Prisons are 
now hotels... 
we should 
go back to 
bread and 

water’
———————

BY SHARON HENDRY

DOING the dishes is the
chore that causes most
rows between couples,
research has found. 

Most partners said they
argued at least once a
week about housework,
with half saying disputes
ended up with them
sleeping in separate beds.

One in 12 admitted the
rows had caused one of
their relationships to end.

Furnishers hillarys.co.uk
polled 2,000 couples and
found that wiping coun-
ters, ironing and making
the bed also caused
household clashes.

Couples 
dish dirt

A PRISONER who killed
a teen girl nearly 28 years
ago has died in hospital
after a short illness.

Andrew Reich, 62, had
been moved from Frank-
land jail to nearby Univ-
ersity Hospital Durham.

He was jailed for life
in 1992 for murdering
Lynne Rogers, 17, of Cat-
ford, South East London.

Reich strangled her
after luring her to a fake
job interview. He dumped
her body in a village in
East Sussex.

An independent investi-
gation into Reich’s death
will be held.

Sickness 
kills killer

By THEA JACOBS

CHARLIE and the Choc-
olate Factory is the book
today’s parents love the
most from their own
childhood, a study shows.

The Roald Dahl classic,
published in 1964, is one
of four of the author’s
books in the top ten.

The others are James
and the Giant Peach, The
BFG and George’s Mar-
vellous Medicine.

Joining them were The
Lion, The Witch And The
Wardrobe by CS Lewis,
Enid Blyton’s Five On A
Treasure Island and Alice’s
Adventures In Wonder-
land by Lewis Carroll.

The Secret Garden,
Black Beauty and Char-
lotte’s Web also made the
top ten in the survey of
1,000 parents by eBay.

Sixty per cent think
World Book Day is now
more about dressing up
in fun outfits than books.

Charlie is 
parents’ 
top book
in youth 

Classic . . . Dahl’s tale

KNIFE CRIME PANEL’S       VERDICT ON NATIONAL CRISIS

JANUARY 1
Charlotte Huggins, 33,

Camberwell, South London

FEBRUARY 26
St John Lewis, 47,

Bramley, Leeds

MARCH 6
Unnamed man, 36,

central London

MARCH 6
Unnamed man, 22,

Oxford 

MARCH 6
David Martinez, 26,

Leyton, East London

MARCH 2
Elize Stevens, 50, Hendon, 

North West London

MARCH 2 
Yousef Makki, 17,

Hale Barns, Cheshire

JANUARY 1
Tudor Simionov, 33, 

central London

JANUARY 4                    
Lee Pomeroy, 51,
Horsley, Surrey

JANUARY 8
Jaden Moodie, 14, 

Leyton, East London

JANUARY 8
Gavin Moon, 31, Washington, 

Tyne and Wear

JANUARY 10
Przemyslaw Cierniak, 41,

Boston, Lincs

JANUARY 10
Bashir Abdullah, 32,

Bristol

FEBRUARY 5
Lejean Richards, 19,

Battersea, South London

FEBRUARY 14
Dorothy Bowyer, 77,

Buxworth, Derbys

FEBRUARY 8
Aliny Mendes, 39,

Ewell, Surrey

FEBRUARY 10
Dennis Anderson, 39, East 

Dulwich, South London

FEBRUARY 10
Wesley Adyinka, 37,

Maidstone, Kent

FEBRUARY 11
Carl Hopkins, 49,
Colchester, Essex

FEBRUARY 13
Patrick Hill, 22, 

Coventry

JANUARY 22
Stephen O’Donnell, 33,
HMP Risley, Warrington

JANUARY 27
Ian Ogle, 45, 
East Belfast

JANUARY 27
Kamil Malysz, 34,

Acton, West London

JANUARY 29
Nedim Bilgin, 17, 

Islington, North London

FEBRUARY 1
Reece Ottaway, 23,

Northampton

FEBRUARY 3 
Jurijs Paramonovs, 46, 

Wisbech, Cambs

JANUARY 16
Alison Hunt, 42, Swinton,

Greater Manchester

FEBRUARY 21
Glendon Spence, 23,

Brixton, South London

FEBRUARY 21
Courtney Valentine-Brown, 

36, Southend, Essex

FEBRUARY 20
Abdullah Muhammad, 16, 
Small Heath, Birmingham

FEBRUARY 18 
Bright Akinleye, 22,

Euston, central London

FEBRUARY 17
Abdul Deghayes, 22,

Brighton

FEBRUARY 15
Sidali Mohamed, 16,

Birmingham

             FEBRUARY 22                   
Kamali Gabbidon-Lynck, 19, 
Wood Green, North London

FEBRUARY 26
Che Morrison, 20,

Ilford, Essex

FEBRUARY 25
Hazrat Umar, 18, Bordesley 

Green, Birmingham

FEBRUARY 25
  David Lopez-Fernandez, 38, 
Tower Hamlets, East London

FEBRUARY 24
Connor Brown, 18, 

Sunderland

FEBRUARY 23
Gary Cunningham, 29,
Harborne, Birmingham

FEBRUARY 23
Phillip Rooney, 32, 

Leigh, Greater Manchester
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five months. That figure has
been surpassed in just over
two months this year. Our
experts called for a crackdown
on middle-class drug use, the
introduction of specially
trained school police and
championed team sports to
bring rival gangs together.

But further measures
are now needed.
DAVID JAMIESON, the
West Midlands Police

and Crime Commissioner,
wants a special grant from the
Home Secretary to allow cops
to tackle the “serious
outbreak” of knife violence. 

He said: “This is a national
emergency, and we must do
something about the exclusion

of children, because those
children are on almost an
immediate path into crime
and into violence.” 

Speaking about policing
numbers in London, the Met’s
Commissioner CRESSIDA DICK
said a reduction in officers
and cuts to public services
coincided with an increase in
demand for policing. 

She said: “I agree that there
is some link between violent

crime on the streets and
police numbers . . . everybody
would see that.” 

Ms Dick also said middle
class recreational drug users
had “blood on their hands”,
adding the drugs trade is a
key driver of street violence.

We asked our panel for
their take on the current knife
epidemic. Their opinions make
urgent reading . . .
The Sun on Sunday Says – Page 14

By

SHARON HENDRY
ON these pages are the
42 people who have
been stabbed to death in
Britain this year.

It is shocking, sobering
reading. No wonder the surge
in knife crime has been
described as a national crisis.

Nine months ago The Sun
on Sunday set up our Beat
The Blades panel to discuss

solutions to the problem.
And today we get its verdict
on what we should now do
to help stop the killing.

All panel members work
on the front line in Britain’s
most deprived areas. Charity
founder COLIN JAMES, who

grew up in gang culture,
believes “serious players”
should be jailed for ten years
for carrying knives.

And former deputy London
mayor RAY LEWIS, now a
youth worker, says there is
“little evidence” that increas-
ing stop and search “will
stem the flow of violence”.

We put together our panel
in June last year after 40
stabbing deaths in just over

Colin James – former 
gang member, founded 
Gangs Unite charity

———————
‘Pupil referral 

units are 
dangerous 

gang 
breeding 
grounds’

———————

Carol Murraine – 
London school 
safeguarding officer

———————
‘Increasing 
stop and 

search will 
not stem the 

flow of 
violence’

———————

Ray Lewis — youth 
worker and former 
deputy London mayor

Deepti Patel – solicitor 
dealing with gangs and 
marginalised youth

KNIFE crime – it seems difficult for politicians 
and social commentators to ignore the 
seemingly disproportionate numbers of black 
males involved. But is it really that relevant? 

Martin Luther King talked about the paralysis
of analysis – and observations and comments 
about violent black males and absent black 
dads can indeed take us down the road leading 
to nowhere. It feels as though we are in the 
hospital oncology department waiting for the 
consultant to identify the 
cancer and then discover 
there is nothing they can 
do about it. 

The media may tell us
that the victim was a 
black male and the 
perpetrator was also 
black. “Yes, and then 
what!“ we retort. 

Arguably there is a 
point of concern that the 
numbers of black males 
as victims and 
perpetrators of serious 
youth violence is disproportionate. 

But this only matters if we are more concerned
about how this solves the problem, as 
opposed to providing us with an opportunity 
to point the finger in the blame game.

When one considers the risk factors prevalent
in violent behaviours across the UK, and 
indeed across the world, the racial component 
and correlation does come into play. So I ask 
myself, why is it that certain racial groups and 
cultures are more exposed to these risk 
factors? Poverty, environment, exposure and 
experience, housing, lack of opportunities, 
school exclusion and education. 

Deal with these and you find solutions.

———————
‘We do
need to

talk about 
race, school 

exclusion 
and poverty’
———————

Marcus Kerr – web 
developer who grew up 
amid London gangs

THIS surge in violence is connected to rising 
poverty, driving many to mere survival.

Children’s social care and mental health 
systems are chronically failing. 

Prisons are violent, drug-fuelled, 
overpopulated and costly. How is it that a 
place at a secure unit costs more than an Eton 
education, but the young person emerges 
better equipped for a life of crime than the 
workplace? 

Police have to deal with mental health and 
social care emergencies 
because they have 
become a service of last 
resort. And with the 
Government closing 
courts, the criminal 
justice system is 
overloaded with cases. 

Youth Offending 
teams, social and mental 
health workers are burnt 
out. Children left to 
survive this national 
crisis are carrying and 
fatally using knives. Punishment alone is not 
going to answer the question: Why does a 14-
year-old need a knife to feel safe in Britain?

Let’s shift from vilification to understanding
adverse childhood experiences. 

Poverty, neglect, abuse and violence all 
determine behaviour. Chronic stress drives 
people to desperation. The solution is a 
trauma-informed understanding of what 
relentless fear does to human biology and 
creating meaningful services to address it.

Britain deserves more than politicians with 
fancy manifestos. Nothing short of truthful 
action will make a 14-year-old feel safe enough 
to relinquish their knife. 

———————
‘Violence is 
connected 
to poverty... 
the kids are 
in survival 

mode’
———————

MARCH 7 
Ayub Hassan, 17, 
West Kensington,

West London 

DANCING on Ice
judge Jason Gardiner
told ex-Olympic swim-
mer Sharron Davies
that her performance
was like “watching
faecal matter that
won’t flush” in 2010.

EXPERTS . . . panel’s 2018 launch
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