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SAYS 12 YR OLD DRUG DEALER, JAMAL
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‘Scummy estate’ 
. . . teens see 
drug deals as 
their way out
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Jamal, 12:
When the
knife goes
in time just
stands still 110110

Knife suspects 
stopped

every day in 
London 

9595
Fatal knife 

attacks
across UK
this year

EXCLUSIVE
by SHARON HENDRY

THE brutal reality of Brit-
ain’s knife crime epidemic
is laid bare today by a
drug dealer aged just 12.

Jamal, who was recruited by
a gang two years ago, has seen
dozens of stabbings and has
already been to the funerals of
several close pals.

He says: “When the blade goes in
time stands still. That’s when you
realise it’s for real.

“People think, ‘Woah!’ But a week
later everyone comes back and the
violence gets worse and worse.”

Jamal, who lives on a notorious
estate in East London, adds: “Last
week some people from a borough
we don’t like came to our borough
just to fight.

“They hop out of the cars and
two people start going at it. Some-
one put his hands on me and I
started fighting.

“Then I heard screams and saw
someone from the opposition had
been stabbed in the leg.

“Everyone ran off the estate. The
police got called. The road got
taped off but everyone on the estate
said they saw nothing. It’s the same
story over and over again.

“Whatever the police are trying, it
is not working.”

Jamal — whose real identity we
are not revealing — says most of
the stabbings are linked to the
escalating gang culture controlling
the drugs trade.

The stakes are high — with Jamal
revealing he can carry up to
£50,000 with him on a drugs run.

He adds: “Some people are crazy
and enjoy the violence but most get
involved to protect their turf.”

Jamal says knives are the weapon
of choice as they are easy both to
get hold of and to throw away.

He adds: “Knives. Asda — simple
as. Mum’s drawer — simple as. And
you can get away with dashing it
in a residential area.”

‘One mistake
can be deadly’

Jamal, who says he carries a
knife but never uses it, admits the
violence does get to him.

He says: “Occasionally I zone out
in class and all I am seeing in my
head is the trauma of a big fight I
have seen the week before.

But he is matter-of-fact about
stabbings in general.

He adds: “The first thing to say
about stabbings on the road (among
gangs) is that if you’re not involved,
don’t panic. If you’re not involved,
you’ll never be touched.

“But where I come from if I go
into a borough and I’m not recog-
nised people will come to me
because they will know I am there
for a reason.

“On the road, people from X are
not meant to go to Y and vice
versa. It’s just how the turf is
carved up but it does restrict your
freedom. I know someone who
moved out of his mum’s house but
can’t ever go back to see her.

“One mistake can be deadly. My
death could be swift or I might die
the most horrible, gory way.”

Jamal’s testimony from the front-
line comes as The Sun on Sunday
launches a major campaign — Beat
The Blades — to tackle the impor-
tant issue of knife crime.

Since the start of 2018 there have
been 37 fatal stabbings In London.

Across the UK police records
show 37,443 knife offences and 6,694

gun offences in the year to Sep-
tember 2017. In London knife
crimes were up by more than 2,400
to 12,980. The capital now has a
higher murder rate than New York.

Jamal says he got into the crimi-
nal lifestyle as a way of supporting
his impoverished family.

He admits: “I am a stereotype. I
live on a scummy estate and I grew
up watching the olders (senior gang
members) making money. 

“You see for me, school’s looking
kinda long and I am living in this
scummy place with a mum strug-
gling to make ends meet and sib-
lings who need feeding.

“So I’m thinking to myself, ‘Let

me get my money up and get out’.
The reason I started trying to get
this money and the reason I’m still
going now is for my mum.

“Because of the people I knew on
my estate, it was easy to get into.
It’s not so easy to get out of it.

“One day I was playing football
on the estate with the olders and
they got a phone call. The game
stopped and they left.

“The next day, they returned with
designer bags so I asked, ‘What’s
this all about?’ “He told me, ‘There
are a couple of moves (drug runs)
here and there. If you want, I’ll
introduce you to the right people.’

“On the estates, kids like me fol-

low the olders. We’re less likely to
get searched because we haven’t
been in the prison system.”

Jamal said he joined his first
move aged just ten as part of an
operation known as County Lines.

Because traditional drugs markets
in big cities have become saturated,
gangs are expanding into smaller
towns and rural areas outside.

They are sending young people
there to act as runners.

Jamal recalls: “I had to make a
two-hour journey from London by

train. I told my mum I had a foot-
ball match. I got given an address
and a package in a bag and told
not to look in it. The olders just
said: ‘The guy will be there’.

“I was thinking, ‘What’s in there?’
and had a little peek. Then, ‘Wow!
This is where the Ps (money) come
from.’ There was £5,000 cash.

“On the train I was panicking
because I saw transport police
everywhere but I thought, ‘You
need to get over yourself, Jamal.’”

Jamal dropped the cash as
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instructed and picked up a package.
He says: “I just dropped it off to
the people on my estate and they
said: ‘Cool, we will shout you.’

“They handed me over £1k. I was
so happy and treated my family to
food, clothes and a new PlayStation.
I figured if I could support them
they wouldn’t have to do this work.”

Jamal’s intelligence made him a
prized gang member and he quickly
progressed to bigger moves. The
next time he was given £2,000.

But he says: “The money came

quick and the money went fast. I
couldn’t show the money to my
mum and couldn’t put it in a bank
so had to keep spending.”

As he became more involved
Jamal was even taught to drive
recently by senior gang members.

He says: “The olders have been
teaching us but some kids my age
can barely reach the pedals. 

“If I am driving I can go further
with bigger packages and I’m less
likely to get caught.”

At the start of the year, Jamal

was driven to the M25 and told he
was ready for a motorway move. He
was taking £50,000 to a secret des-
tination for a shipment of drugs to
take back to London. 

He says: “I am trying to drive
with £50k chilling in the boot, won-
dering, ‘How do people do this?’

“I was panicking, thinking to
myself, ‘Let me stay alive. If I just
stall once, people could die.’

“The olders told me, ‘Keep your
hands on the wheel and don’t look
round.’ Since then Jamal has moved

drugs and cash across counties from
Hampshire to Surrey and Sussex.

Despite being caught in the brutal
world of knives, Jamal is philosophi-
cal about his fate. Speaking about a
recent funeral, he says: “We feel the
grief but we accept it fast because
we know from the beginning we
might die in the first week.”

But he adds: “It feels like I’m too
involved now and there’s no way out. I
wish I’d never seen some of the things
I’ve seen. I’d like to find a way out of
but it feels like there will always be
something bringing me back in.

“I think the only way I could
break free is to leave the country
and start a new life somewhere else.”

The Sun on Sunday Says — Page Ten

DRUG DEALER RECRUITED AGED 10
MCDONALD’S is to com-
bat knife crime by play-
ing soothing classical
music in its restaurants.

The fast-food chain is
already piping opera in
its branch at Shepherd’s
Bush, West London.

And it has switched off
its WiFi hoping that will
also reduce violence.

Now the scheme could
be rolled out at other res-
taurants in trouble hot-
spots around the country.

Cops have helped instal
metal-detecting “knife
arches” to stop customers
bringing in weapons.

The Met’s Assistant
Commissioner Martin
Hewitt said the Force is
working with McDonald’s
— and the KFC chain.

He said: “We can’t have
places where there people
are worried about safety.”

McDonald’s and KFC
declined to comment.
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Gang life . . Jamal 
carries up to £50k
on drug runs and 
has been taught 
to drive, right

TELL US YOUR VIEWS ON KNIFE
CRIME...SEND YOUR EMAILS TO: beattheblades@thesun.co.uk
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I am trying 
to drive down 
the motorway
with £50,000 

chilling in 
the car boot 
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Fight for life . . knifed Ross

By  JOHN LUCAS

A MURDER probe was
underway last night after
the death of a 17-year-old
lad in Northampton.

He was found by cops
at 6.15pm and rushed to
hospital where he died. 

Police have arrested two
boys, 15 and 16, and a
man, 38, over Friday’s
tragedy.

Fatal knife attacks in
the UK this year have now
reached at least 95.

A pubgoer, 20, was in a
life-threatening condition
after he was stabbed in
his chest and stomach at
The Kerryman in Birming-
ham at 1.30am yesterday

A 15-year-old boy was
killed in Lowedges, Shef-
field, on Thursday evening.

A boy of the same age
was arrested on suspicion
of his murder.

On Tuesday Rylan Jowle,
19, was stabbed in the
chest in the city’s Wood-
house area. He died in
hospital the next day. 

Cops there are
considering more stop-
and-search powers.

London is now a bigger
murder hotspot than New
York, with 13 stab deaths
in March alone.
lTHE parents of Ross
Hedley, 17, stabbed in Not-
tingham on Friday, have
released harrowing pics of
him in intensive care in a
bid to halt more attacks. 

3 held on 
‘murder’ 
of lad, 17 


